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Something

cocls af The Mad hppcrlnﬂmmmdm
tha papuar treat.

specnal

Specialty popcorn boutique Mad Popper
staylng alivein a &,luwed-dﬂwn economy

]'ll.l‘ﬂﬁl‘ 0 cBaw, and ane weed
for glaved, candy-costed fla
VITE,

There's the bozerfly
corn, which is smalker and
egoiagh thal it just about mehs
in your meeth.

And then there are all the dif-
Ferenl Navars 156y layer upon
the popoorn. Cheddar,
old butter and salt and even
anlsa, They keep thisgs inter-
esting with & new Savor svery
weak while rotating the old fa-
waorites, includiag the more un-
usual Caroliza barkecus flsvor
amd the popular caramel.

“Li's o secret recipe,” Harris

=il with a smile.
The Mad ﬁ. Incated in
Homestead Market along N.C.

&, cpenad loss-May with a
niche in goarmet popcormn. The
shop doesn't sell smeothies or
enffee, of sandwiches or hot
dngs, Jusl poposen.
Amazmply. The Mad Popper

THR A | P RS
ard Harris, owners of The Had
one-year anniversary of their store m

it aurvived the esmomis eri-

aim of the past your, the worst 0
recession seen by the nabion in feell

decades.
This past weekend, the shop
celebratidl i3 smiveraasy

with a party, bringing back &
castonyer favorite — the fried
dough Havor — and

hot dogs and snow comea, It
Celebration Mix flavor: sweat

siru Lamad
ML
llbI wll.ha :pm'khnt of casdy

really cosypare it o Frmnnul.
years,” Heckmen said “For
ud, aales were steady. They re-
eedned steady threoghout the
yuar. T don't think we aew the

W WETE ing to se6.
bt wit'b vy happy with how
bt ended up.”

dom't eut back om things ke
see POPPERS | pag= 09

POPPER

FROM PAGE D1

S
Te kesp caFh coming
in, the Two d8d thelr Ladr
share of fundraisers sod
reaching out o wholesal-
ars oo top of the atore-
Tt b hmsn

Popper 18 currently par-
ticiparing I= the Taste
‘Carolina Food Tour,

The Besinesd seeds o
reach ot to more schools
far and o
Corporations holi-
day eorporati gifts, bl
Heckman. #

e like be ger into
wholesalmp for a bit,
rekch out te Jocal bosk
messes who'd ke o car-
Ty our products on thelr
sholves, Graseroots mar-
keting,” she added.

“A bot ol Mplt arill
doat know weTe
brm Hmlsmd

The economy did ham-

per the bosidess’ growth,
the two ademitied,
1 don't think we fors.

saw the sccenemy doing b
wht it

did,"" Harris said.

Fool traffic wis up dir-
img Christmos, and it's
cliimbing up Again aew
that the westher is warm-
ar.

The business is some-
whit tresding Water. Ac-
cording to Harrs, they've
afit. A

cording .
thev're turning & profit,
st just buirely,

“I think our prods
wet iB anigue m h.
Heckman said.
if we had ml.vrml :|||l.1.l
o soturated it
wnuH'vu been more dif-

r. Bt the novelty of
wha.l we're selling has
belped a log”

Th businets bas picked
P a number nt r:m.l_lu
CURImErs,
Eauihy

the shop weekly fo cl ut.t
nur the chenging Mavors.

Eives dis
counts o customers who
J.n%_ back eina for re-

Thay pet two tin-fulls.
(Mad Popper

“We love s sneck on
pepearn,” Fortner sal.d.
“They'se WVery person-
able, friendly. ... You can
walk In there and they'l:
work with youw Yo cam

mix and metck vour da-

vors"

Another appeal of the
product is whit Hecmes
called “the nostalgia Fac-
Bar."

“Some af the

people
that come in ua-um’ﬁw been
FoUrmet POpoOCT ps

whan “they weara litthe,”
she sald. “When 1 was lit-
tle, T never experienced

alwuys gourmet
uhnp: armumd

ﬁhul Bix years agon,
went i &

corn shop 2 Indlanspalis
when her wag

When Harris and her

Farily moved 1o Dur
ham, she staved at home
with her e childeen
and o write @
buginess plan, And as
fate would have it, Har
ria and Hockssn mir
when the lemer was
working part-time o8 4
waltress at Rockfish Sea-

ghep fond Grill at The Sirests

u Zputhpoint after get-
her MEA,

e fwo nemxll‘ﬂlh

t tngether o work om

a busmeas plan for The

Hﬂ?upper,lud.mm plece

weas barm
“A lot of peaple were
skepiical Ther didnt

But the two have sines
found out that they have

shies away from the ac-

counting, Heckman likes

£n erunch numbers.
E-wuh.uﬂ]r the 1wa

Mﬁh ned o gt lbh
totally on 5is

and we wild Inut m
open another locabiom,”
Heckman eaid.



